snips aueviatea a potentially aimcuit situation.
Tb date, U.S. citizens comprise the largest percentage of tourists visiting Antarctica (Beck, 1990). This may be due to several factors, one being that the majority of ship tour operators are U.S.-based companies. Marketing efforts have been strongly directed at Americans who have disposable income, and the opportunity and interest to travel to this area of the world. But the antarctic tourist is very different from the typical tourist. The Antarctic attracts adventurers who are well traveled, affluent, socially conscious, college educated professionals, seeking to step beyond the familiar. They are eager to experience firsthand the wealth of unusual opportunities that a unique ecosystem such as Antarctica can offer them and to understand the role that they play in protecting the continent. Most return home eager to support scientific research and groups working to protect Antarctica. The desire to learn is also important and can be attested to by the fact that the majority of tour ships currently operating to Antarctica offer on-board educational programs to inform and educate passengers about the continent. The instructors often have years of direct antarctic experience and also guide passengers ashore.
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources' report "A Strategy for Antarctic Conservation" (IUCN, 1991) discusses some of the pros and cons of antarctic tourism:
Iburism offers both benefits and threats to Antarctic conservation. On the one hand, all who experience its magnificent scenery and wildlife gain a greatly enhanced appreciation of Antarctica's global importance and of the requirements for its conservation. Such visits also bring fulfillment to those seeking personal challenge and wilderness adventure. Moreover, scientific activities may also benefit, since tourist visits can provide a useful link with the outside world and strengthen political support for Antarctic science, and small, independent expeditions to remote areas often make valuable scientific observations. On the other hand, there is the potential for undesirable impacts such as disturbance at wildlife breeding sites, trampling of vegetation, disruption of routines at stations and of scientific programmes, and the environmental hazards of accidents, which may require time-consuming and costly search-and-rescue and environmental cleanup operations. There could, in the future, be added pressure for facilities such as wharves, airstrips and hotels, the construction of which would incur environmental disturbance on a greater scale than has been caused by tourism hitherto. Experience to date suggests that, in general, tourist operations have been conducted in a responsible manner and undesirable impacts crew and passengers from the Bahia Paraiso, thus relieving the research2-93 season. Most companies have preferred to operate voyages to the Antarctic Peninsula region because of its proximity to South American ports and airports, a localized number of scientific stations, a profusion of diverse wildlife, a milder climate, and lighter pack ice than is encountered in other areas of the Antarctic.ers are probably best addressed by the administering agency in a blanket format for the program.demy of Sciences. All rights reserved.
